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"engrossing and surprisingly funny... a play about memory and loss and the force of history, and about the 
limitations and possibilities of the theater itself...Berlin Diary, in the end, swipes at the mystery and conundrum of 
history and knowledge: Does confronting the past trap one inside old enmities, putting them on an endless 
replay loop, or does it free one from their hold? It’s an excellent, and very deep, question. Go see the play, 
then ask yourself again.” 
-Bob Hicks, Oregon Arts Watch 
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ABOUT BERLIN DIARY 

Berlin Diary, by Andrea Stolowitz 
Finalist for the 2017 Oregon Book Award 

The great-grandfather of Oregon Book Award-winning playwright Andrea Stolowitz kept a journal for his 
descendants after escaping to New York City in 1939 as a German Jew. Following the complicated lure of 
genealogy, Stolowitz goes back to Berlin to bring the story of her unknown ancestors out of the archives into the 
light. The record keeps as many secrets as it shares; how do people become verschollen, lost, like library books? 

In this complex, contemporary drama about the search for home, fragmented heritage and Jewish diaspora, 
two performers scintillate between characters and locations at the border of reality and memory and the 
intersection of national history and private lives. 

Berlin Diary was performed at Coho Theatre in Portland, OR in April 2017. The production was made possible 
with generous support from the Jewish Theatre Federation of Greater Portland, Metro and Jewish Theatre 
Collaborative. Other community sponsors include:  Congregation Beth Israel, Oregon Jewish Museum and 
Center for Holocaust Education, Mittleman Jewish Community Center, and PSU’s Judaic Studies Department. 

Berlin Diary premiered at English Theatre Berlin in October 2016. The play was supported through a 2014-15 
DAAD faculty research fellowship, a year-long residency at English Theatre Berlin/International Performing Arts 
Center, and grants from the Oregon Arts Commission, The Regional Arts and Culture Council, The Checkpoint 
Charlie Foundation, and The US Embassy. The play was developed at PlayPenn and the New Harmony Project. 

ABOUT ANDREA STOLOWITZ 

Andrea Stolowitz’s plays have been developed and presented nationally and internationally at 
theaters such as The Long Wharf, The Old Globe, The Cherry Lane, and New York Stage and Film. The LA Times 
calls her work “heartbreaking” and the Orange County Register characterizes her approach as a “brave 
refusal to sugarcoat issues and tough decisions.” A recipient of Artists Repertory Theater’s $25,000 New Play 
Commission, Andrea premiered her play Ithaka at the theatre in 2013. The play had its mid-west premiere in 
Chicago in 2014 at InFusion Theater and its Canada premiere in May 2016. The play won the 2015 Oregon Book 
Award in Drama judged by Naomi Iizuka. 

Andrea’s play Antarktikos also won the Oregon Book Award for Drama (2013) and was published in July 2013 in 
TheatreForum magazine. The play world-premiered at The Pittsburgh Playhouse in March 2013 and was 
workshopped at The New Harmony Project (IN), Portland Center Stage’s JAW Festival, and Seattle Repertory 
Theater. It was nominated for the Susan Smith Blackburn Prize and received a 2015 Kilroy’s List Honorable 
Mention. Knowing Cairo world-premiered at the Old Globe Theatre, which earned San Diego’s “Billie” Best New 
Play Award and an LA Times’ Critic’s Pick. It is published by Playscripts Inc. and continues to be produced 
nationally and internationally. It was presented at Profile Theater (OR) in 2013. 

Andrea’s latest play Berlin Diary was presented at English Theater Berlin/International Performing Arts Center in 
October 2016 and Portland’s Coho Theatre in April 2017. The play was developed at PlayPenn/The National 
Museum of American Jewish History and the New Harmony Project. Berlin Diary was nominated for the Susan 
Smith Blackburn prize and is currently a finalist for the Oregon Book Award. 

Andrea works as a collaborating writer with the award-winning devised theater company Hand2Mouth 
Theater. Her current collaboration Pep Talk is touring nationally. The San Francisco Chronicle says “The genius of 
‘Pep Talk’ is that it is at once a collective unburdening…in the way the best drama has always been, while also 
being very funny and selfaware.” She is currently at work on their latest collaboration Psychic Utopia. Andrea is 
the Lacroute Playwright-in-Residence at Artists Repertory Theater where she has just received a new play 
commission. An MFA playwriting alumna of UC-San Diego, Andrea has served on the faculties at Willamette 
University, The University of Portland, Duke University and UC-San Diego. More at www.andreastolowitz.com. 
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ABOUT HAND2MOUTH 

Described by The Seattle Times as having “the kind of promise, fearlessness and energy that the American 
theater needs, and should encourage,” Hand2Mouth is a permanent ensemble of artists led by Artistic Director 
Jonathan Walters. Hand2Mouth has received multiple Portland “Drammy” Awards, including for Outstanding 
Ensemble Performance and Outstanding Production. Recent performances have been presented by La MaMa 
E.T.C. (New York, NY), Portland Institute for Contemporary Art, On the Boards (Seattle), Bumbershoot Arts Festival 
(Seattle), Ontological Hysteric Incubator (New York, NY), Myrna Loy Center (Helena, MT), furyFACTORY Festival 
(San Francisco), and the Network of Ensemble Theaters (SF). 

Jonathan Walters founded Hand2Mouth in 2000 after training with street theatre troupe Teatr Biuro Podrozy in 
Poland. Hand2Mouth has since created 18 original performances from its home in Portland, OR, and the 
ensemble has grown to include a core of company members and associate artists. Company members have 
traveled and studied in London, New York, Poland, Denmark and Mexico City to find new performance forms. 
Hand2Mouth performances are developed through intensive rehearsals; each show demands its own creation 
process and training which builds over months of exploration including long form improvisations, endurance 
singing and rigorous mind-research. From these raw seeds, the company hones fragments into cohesive 
wholes, producing theatre that could not be produced from the pages of a script. 
Learn more about our work on our website: http://www.hand2mouththeatre.org/ 

PHOTOS 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/4rvr6w4svotaxwh/AABve81LxgzQcuis35h4myuRa?dl=0 

VIDEOS 
Act 1 
https://vimeo.com/225274624 

Act 2 
https://vimeo.com/226582768 

Excerpt/Highlights 
https://vimeo.com/224717943 

TECH/SPACE REQUIREMENTS 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/p8dnl4o6v72s2va/Berlin%20Diary%2C%20Tech%20Rider.pdf?dl=0 

"One of the great strengths of Andrea's play is that it provides a moving glimpse into how people live and lived 
their lives in historic and troubling times. While it is convenient to say that this is a 'Holocaust play’, the reality is 
that it is a play about family, about connection and about how we move forward in a world that is ever-
changing. Her characters are so well-drawn, specific and human that we as an audience feel as though we 
are on the journey with them." 
-Michele Volansky, Artistic Associate, PlayPenn
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