
Hand2Mouth Theatre Presents 

Psychic Utopia 

"The play is a fictive composite drawn from real-life accounts, depicted with deep nuance, subtle humor, and 
zero judgment by a skilled ensemble of actors that contains no weak links. Throughout, there is a permeating 
sense of existential anxiety, of dual longings for community and meaning within secular culture. The material is 
relatable and vast, but it’s made accessible through light audience interaction, as a sense of trust builds 
between the viewers and the actors.” 
Megan Burbank, Portland Mercury 

“…there is something beautiful about the play's generous and inclusive spirit. Psychic Utopia is largely about 
how the Center, for all its flaws, unites a group of strangers simply by asking them to listen to each other. 
Fittingly, the play strives to do the same.” 
Bennett Campbell Ferguson, Willamette Week 
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ABOUT PSYCHIC UPTOPIA 
Psychic Utopia 
Created by, Jonathan Walters, Sascha Blocker, Jean-Luc Boucherot, Jenni Green-Miller, Liz Hayden, Erin Leddy, 
Heather-Rose Pearson, and Judson Williams, Jessie Drake & Collaborating Writer Andrea Stolowitz 

In the last decades of the last century, thousands migrated to the Pacific Northwest in pursuit of radical 
freedom, land, forest and sky. They formed communes, cohousing, co-ops and autonomous zones. Some 
communities endured and others crumbled, fell apart, mossed over. 

Inspired by firsthand interviews with dozens of residents of utopian communities of the 60s, 70s and 80s, Psychic 
Utopia honors all those who’ve felt the call of Oregon could lead to something larger than themselves. Using 
special techniques, in a studio brimming with house plants and humans, Hand2Mouth’s new show is a joyful 
experiment in what it takes to build utopia with all of us, here, now and in the future. 

ABOUT HAND2MOUTH 

Described by The Seattle Times as having “the kind of promise, fearlessness and energy that the American 
theater needs, and should encourage,” Hand2Mouth is a permanent ensemble of artists led by Artistic Director 
Jonathan Walters. Hand2Mouth has received multiple Portland “Drammy” Awards, including for Outstanding 
Ensemble Performance and Outstanding Production. Recent performances have been presented by La MaMa 
E.T.C. (New York, NY), Portland Institute for Contemporary Art, On the Boards (Seattle), Bumbershoot Arts Festival 
(Seattle), Ontological Hysteric Incubator (New York, NY), Myrna Loy Center (Helena, MT), furyFACTORY Festival 
(San Francisco), and the Network of Ensemble Theaters (SF). 

Jonathan Walters founded Hand2Mouth in 2000 after training with street theatre troupe Teatr Biuro Podrozy in 
Poland. Hand2Mouth has since created 18 original performances from its home in Portland, OR, and the 
ensemble has grown to include a core of company members and associate artists. Company members have 
traveled and studied in London, New York, Poland, Denmark and Mexico City to find new performance forms. 
Hand2Mouth performances are developed through intensive rehearsals; each show demands its own creation 
process and training which builds over months of exploration including long form improvisations, endurance 
singing and rigorous mind-research. From these raw seeds, the company hones fragments into cohesive 
wholes, producing theatre that could not be produced from the pages of a script. 
Learn more about our work on our website: http://www.hand2mouththeatre.org/ 
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“PSYCHIC UTOPIA is excellent. I loved the play, I loved the performance, and I loved the warm, connected-to-
everyone feeling I've had ever since. This is the kind of immersive, visceral experience I go to the theatre for, 
and Hand2Mouth is uniquely talented at providing it.” 
Krista Garver, Broadway World 

“…the participation at the end of the show, which the production has been guiding you toward all along, 
manages to pay out some of the best moments. Watching other audience members try to explain what makes 
a “beautiful and bold” life is affecting without being heavy-handed. There are no gurus to teach us. Just the 
person sitting next to you. Hand2Mouth manages to show us that we’re all searching for our own utopias, and 
in that way we are connected.” 
TJ Acena, Oregon Arts Watch
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